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September 8, 1999

99-183
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

EIU'S CENTER FOR CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OFFERS
ONE-STOP SHOPPING FOR MEETING PLANNING NEEDS
CHARLESTON --- Eastern Illinois University's Office of Conferences and
Non-Credit Programs has a new name -the Center for Continuing Professional
Development.
Although the unit's name has changed , it will continue to be housed in 212 Blair
Hall as part of Eastern's School of Adult and Continuing Education.
The Center for Continuing Professional Development is a full-service office
that will offer one-stop shopping when it comes to planning a conference, professional
institute, board meeting , retreat, seminar and forum , or certification program.
Experienced , professional staff can assist a variety of organizations, associations,
governmental agencies and school districts with all their meeting planning needs.
Custom programs can be designed to meet an organization's needs by choosing
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from any combination of services offered by the Center. Services range from assessing
program needs to developing and monitoring budgets; handling marketing and
promotion; securing, negotiating , and coordinating facilities and speakers; and
developing curriculum. The staff will handle pre-registration and oversee on-site
registration at on- or off-campus meeting facilities.
Pamela J. Collins, director of the Center for Continuing Professional
Development, said the unit's new name more accurately describes its mission: to
provide a wide range of professional development services to the citizens of east
centra l Illinois.
"In the past, some people confused us with Eastern's Office of Camps and
Conferences which is housed in Student Affairs. Hopefully, our name change
will help diminish some of that confusion and will clearly identify us as a
separate unit," Collins said.
Collins stated that the Center is the only official office at Eastern to
provide Continuing Education Units for certification programs. She added
that advanced technology meetings, seminars, non-credit courses and classes
to obtain CEU's can be delivered through distance learning technology using
interactive video or the Internet.
The Center serves more than 4,000 participants annually in a variety of
programs, conferences, institutes, and non-credit programs. Services are
available to EIU departments as well as to external agencies.
-more-
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Successful programs have included the Illinois Municipal Treasurers Institute, an
intensive three-year training program that provides more than 100 hours of
instruction for municipal treasurers and others; the Illinois Council of
Teachers of Mathematics Annual Conference offering more than 200 workshops
and sessions for kindergarten through college level instructors; and summer
programs such as the Leadership and College Prep Camp for Minority High
School Students, Summer Art School, Summer AD'Ventures and Speech
Communication Camp, along with various other programs for adults and
children in the community.
For more information about the Center for Continuing Professional
Development, call 217-581-5116.
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